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"Very useful for the health care facilities, especially during this COVID-19... Thanks to WHO Team for
updating and helping to enhance our knowledge." – OpenWHO user, waste management course

OpenWHO News
The latest from WHO's open learning platform
HIGHLIGHTS
OpenWHO surpasses 3 million
course enrolments as
pandemic user surge
continues

Localizing the COVID-19
learning response in Africa
OpenWHO knows from experience and research that
people prefer information in their own language.
That's why the platform has prioritized the
translation of COVID-19 courses not only into the

COVID-19 courses available
on 12 topics across 27
languages, for a total of 87
courses

six official UN languages, but also into diverse
national languages spoken across the globe, to help
localize the response.
In May, OpenWHO was pleased to launch the
introductory COVID-19 course in three African

African-language courses
for COVID-19 highlighted by
BBC Hausa

languages: Amharic, Hausa and Swahili. The new
resources were highlighted on Twitter by WHO
Director-General Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
and reported on by BBC Hausa.

Two new courses on tobacco
product regulation attract
more than 20 000 enrolments
in less than 3 weeks

In total, the platform offers COVID-19 courses in 27
languages, including newly launched courses in
Albanian, Bengali, Odia, Thai and Urdu.

LATEST COURSES

Standard precautions:
Environmental cleaning and
disinfection

Decontamination and
sterilization of medical
devices

Tobacco product regulation:
Building laboratory testing
capacity
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More trainings
for COVID-19
Dr Maria Van Kerkhove, WHO's
technical lead for COVID-19,
describes the importance of
OpenWHO's coronavirus courses in
a new video available here. The
platform currently hosts courses

New courses on tobacco
product regulation
OpenWHO launched two new courses on tobacco
product regulation produced by WHO's ‘No
Tobacco’ Unit of the Health Promotion

on the following topics:
1. G eneral introduction to emerging
respiratory viruses, including
novel coronaviruses;
2. Clinical care for Severe Acute
Respiratory Infection (SARI);
3. Health and safety briefing for

Department. You can watch the teaser video

respiratory diseases –

introducing the courses here.

ePROTECT;

The first course is a basic reference document
for regulators/health authorities in any country
and other interested parties seeking to monitor,
evaluate and regulate tobacco products.
The second course provides practical, stepwise
approaches to implementing tobacco testing
and comprehensible information on how to test
tobacco products, what products to test, and
how to use testing data in a meaningful way to
support regulation.

4. Infection Prevention and Control
for COVID-19;
5. COVID-19 operational planning
guidelines and partners platform
to support country preparedness
and response;
6. SARI treatment facility design;
7. Introduction to Go.Data – field
data collection, chains of
transmission, contact follow-up;
8. How to put on and remove
personal protective equipment
(PPE) for COVID-19;
9. Hand hygiene;
10.Waste management;
11.Decontamination and
sterilization of medical devices;
and
12.Environmental cleaning and
disinfection.
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